
 The collect, the opening prayer for Mass today, reminds us that we continue to celebrate 

the great joy of Easter. Christ is risen from the dead and so our celebration continues right to the 

end of these 50 days! But even more, for us as Christians, every Sunday throughout the year 

continues this celebration. Every Sunday is Easter Sunday.  

 Our joy, our celebration of the Resurrection of Christ is so important because it 

demonstrates to us that we have a Lord who is alive; we have a Lord who loves us and who 

draws us into the love of the Father. This is a great part of what we celebrate in Easter and on 

every Sunday through the year - that through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are drawn 

into the love of the Father. As Jesus says in the Gospel today: “Whoever loves me will keep my 

word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with Him.” 

Jesus has risen from the dead, and His Resurrection makes it possible for God Himself to come 

and dwell with us. What great cause for rejoicing! 

 Now, this love is not the kind of false love that exists in word only, not even in belief 

only. This relationship of love that Christ offers to us requires action on our part. In philosophy 

there is a principle that says that action follows from being. In other words. What we do flows 

from who we are. And this is what Jesus says to us: “Whoever loves me will keep my word…” 

If we love Christ we will keep His commandments. The love that Christ shares with us and the 

love that we return to Him must mean something in the way that we live our lives.  
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 For us as Christians, our lives must look different from those who do not believe. The 

people around us should be able to look at us and know immediately that something is different 

about us - in the way we act, in our kindness to others, in our willingness to serve and to 

sacrifice for others. If our identity is truly in Christ, then our actions must flow out of this 

identity in a way that is different from the world around us. 

 This week in the Liturgy of the Hours, Holy Mother Church gave us a beautiful passage 

from a letter written in the early Church to a man named Diognetus. The letter described 

Christians beautifully as people who “are indistinguishable from other people either by 

nationality, language, or custom.” Christians don’t have their own cities or unique dialects. 

“With regard to dress, food and manner of life in general, they follow the customs of whatever 

city they happen to be living in, whether it is Greek or foreign.” 

 “And yet there is something extraordinary about their lives. They live in their own 

countries as though they were only passing through.… Any country can be their homeland, but 

for them their homeland, wherever it may be, is a foreign country. Like others, they marry and 

have children, but they do not expose them. They share their meals, but not their wives or 

husbands.   
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 “They live in the flesh, but they are not governed by the desires of the flesh. They pass 

their days upon earth, but they are citizens of heaven. Obedient to the laws, they yet live on a 

level that transcends the law. Christians love all men, but all men persecute them. Condemned 

because they are not understood, they are put to death, but raised to life again.” 

 This is how our lives should be, too—different because we love the Lord and we seek 

first to keep His Word. 

 We recently saw a vivid example of this way of living out the Gospel. A young man 

named Kendrick Castillo was a senior at the high school in Colorado where a school shooting 

happened just two and a half weeks ago. And as violence unfolded in his classroom, Kendrick 

rushed one of the shooters in an effort to protect those around him. In the struggle, he was shot 

and killed. But because of his heroism and the heroism of his some fellow students, no other 

lives were lost that day.  

 In an interview, his parents recounted the selflessness and the love that they had instilled 

in him. They told of the generosity and charity that he always showed toward anyone in need. 

And all of this was inspired by his Catholic faith that he lived out with fervor. For this young 

man, the Gospel today became real. He loved the Lord and that love was translated into selfless, 

heroic action. “Greater love has no one than to lay down his life for his friends.” 
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 Of course, not all of us will be called upon to give so heroic a witness of our faith and our 

love. But all of us, as Christians, are called to live for something—or, rather, for Someone—so 

much greater than ourselves. We live for the Risen Christ, we live for the Kingdom of heaven.  

 And when we live in this way, when our love for Christ leads us to keep His Word, then 

we can be sure that we will receive the promise that Jesus makes in the Gospel: “Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you.” At every Holy Mass, we remember and we receive this 

peace that Christ gives to us. When we love Him, when we live out that love in a way that is 

uniquely Christian, we are sure to find the peace that only Christ can give.  

  

 As we approach the sacred altar of the Lord to receive His Precious Body and Blood in 

Holy Communion, let us ask the Lord for the grace to believe in him more fully, to love Him 

more passionately, and to live out that love more authentically. Then we will be filled with that 

gift of peace that only Jesus Christ can give. 
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